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Preface

Special lexicons and dictionaries are among the most significant scientific aids. Much
scientific as well as popular differences of opinion are due, in the first place, either to
error, misuse, ambiguity or confusion about a term or its definition.

Although there are a number of specific lexicons and dictionaries in certain fields of
social science, the need for more is persistent, as shown by the continuous increase in
social specializations. Today, for example, there are more than twenty specializations
under the umbrella of the scientific field known as ‘sociology’. Moreover, the need for a
scientific lexicon and dictionary that contains scientific technical terms covering all fields
of social science with all its precise and various specializations is not only persistent, but
urgent as well. Above all, the Arabic library requires a book that deals with analogous,
intermingling or controversial terms, and which dispels confusion about certain terms e.g.
charity — philanthropy.

Social change is a strong factor that leads to new, hitherto unknown terms such as
‘globalization’. Likewise, social life, as well as interaction between individuals, may
lead to the crystallization of new implications and concepts that require precise, easy to
use definitions. Not only that, old concepts need to be redefined to suit both historical
contexts and the modern life to which it now refers.

In view of the impact of cultural background on the language used even by scholars,
certain Arabic cultures have differing interpretations regarding some scientific definitions
and technical terms. This comes as a result of the influence of a particular cultural trend,
such as the English or the French. From cultural diversity, and according to my own
experience of teaching sociology classes at the University of Liverpool in the UK,
different uses of particular words or phrases can easily be found in western societies.
Consequently, using social terminology across cultures is not necessarily straight-forward
even if the field is the same and the mentality is equal.

There is no doubt that precise definitions of technical terms are capable of strengthening
the relationships between intellectuals and those concerned with social legislation,
teachers of the social sciences, and humanitarian vocations in the entire Arab world. In
fact, one of the essential conditions of progress in any field of learning is the availability
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of precise, as well as adequate definitions in the particular field. The implications of
these precise and adequate definitions must have been endorsed by most of the parties
concerned, particularly when the field in question is still in the stage of development,
such as the field of social work, which is one of the branches of social science. Indeed, the
importance of lexicons and dictionaries comes from their widespread use by the public,
experts and policy makers and are important to meaningful discourse in that they provide
a common language for social reform and development.

Social sciences are widely taught in Arab as well as worldwide institutes and universities.
Social sciences assume the same significance when addressing social and economic
projects planned either by governments or other social institutions.

With ambiguity or disagreement over its implications, any language — either for teaching
or application — will be fragmentary and disjointed, thus leaving room for deviation from
the goals planned beforehand. Moreover, all social sciences are strongly inter-connected.
Their subjects are all social phenomena. No political phenomena can be completely
isolated and separated from other spheres of social life. Social phenomena can never
be separated from each other because they are not only dependent upon each other, but
also they influence and are influenced by each other. Thus, any change in any aspect of a
society will impact on others. As such, the study of the technical terms in any one field of
social science can be considered, to a certain extent, only a partial study.

I have expended a great deal of hard and long effort in writing and Arabizing social
science technical terms. It is therefore unfair to consider it of little value or to minimize
its importance. It will no doubt fill a great vacuum in the Arabic library, and bring these
sciences to attention.

There is still a dire need for doubling of effort in order to keep abreast of progress. It is
this point of view that has prompted me to write this modest and zealous terminological,
interpretative dictionary that defines social science technical terms and their various uses.
I hope that it will help fill the vacuum in the Arabic library, and become both a scientific
as well as practical source of reference for all those who belong to, or care about, social
issues and projects.

It is noteworthy that there are various styles of explanation and interpretation of technical
terms and concepts. This is not only because they are written by various researchers,
but also because the various tendencies and contexts of the use of the technical terms
or concepts do not crystallize into a consistent meaning. Accordingly, the reader often
experiences lack of continuity, dissonance or disagreement with one and the same
technical term. So the goal here is not only to demonstrate the best that has been written
about a term, but also to illustrate the most prominent writers who have used it in a simple
and concise manner. In order to include a substantial number of technical terms in this
dictionary, the procedure has been just to define the term or concept rather than explain,
analyze, criticize, assess or evaluate. That would be outside the task of a dictionary.



A5l AR Dotie

In view of the variety of social science branches, it is impossible to include all technical
terms. It is even difficult to include all the most important or necessary terms. My method
has been to examine the English terms, especially those in dictionaries and lexicons
mentioned in the list of references. This is followed by the stage where rules are used for
selection in order to achieve the following:

1. In view of the fact that the dictionary is designed to contain the various
specializations of the social sciences, the terms have been selected on the basis of
comprehensiveness, on the one hand, and importance on the other. Equal attention
has been given to terms that have similarity and terms that are surrounded by
differences.

2. Despite the fact that some of the terms have appeared in certain Arabic references,
the selection of terms is based on foreign sources of reference, especially the
English references, as well as on the needs of students, researchers and the general
public. The aim is to understand the relevant issues and scientific facts.

3. In view of the need for both the theory and application of the social sciences, the
terms in the book have been selected on the basis of society’s most widespread
issues, and the prevalence of ambiguous social concepts common among the
masses of the people and specialists alike.

Developing symmetric as well as precise standards when selecting and defining the terms,
is among the fundamental tasks of writing a lexicon. Precise definition of a term realizes
two goals. First, it gives a clear and precise idea of the properties of the subject, even to
the inexperienced. Second, it enables the experienced person to distinguish the subject-
matter properly. This is why the third step in the Arabic translation of foreign terms took
the following into consideration:

A. The term must have been exposed to various scientific references before it is
adopted.

B. The technical term must be valid and give the exact meaning.

C. Choosing the closest as well as the more widely used Arabization, translation,
derivation or description that conforms with the sense of the term, especially if
the term has not previously been translated into Arabic.

D. Choosing the more common and more widely-used technical terms.

E. Vague and difficult Arabic words are avoided.

F. Words leading to ambiguity and uncertainty are avoided
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The fourth step in the working approach was to define the technical terms. This is very
important, because the desired meaning of a term is determined by its definition, and such
a definition must dispel ambiguity and obscurity, particularly where technical terms with
similar expressions and different meanings are concerned.

The author, therefore, with the assistance of ordinary as well as specific dictionaries, has
produced definitions that explain the technical term, its meaning and implications in as
concise and neutral a manner as possible.

The dictionary also contains a detailed presentation of both Arabic and English synonyms
attached to each technical term, followed by relevant synonyms and four appendixes
in conclusion. Appendix One is a list of included Arabic English terms. Appendix Two
presents a list of included English Arabic terms, while Appendix Three identifies certain
humanitarian and charitable organizations. Appendix Four, however, comes in the shape
of milestones in humanitarian and charitable endeavours.

All the author aspires to is that this dictionary will fill part of a vacuum, dispel the
ambiguity surrounding certain social concepts, contribute to their unity and lead to more
studies to develop the Arabic language to the level of keeping abreast with scientific
progress in the advanced societies.

Abdulaziz A. Albrithen, PhD
March 2009
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